Global Water Futures 2021 Operations Team Meeting – Project Reporting Template
Instructions: All GWF projects are asked to provide a summary update on their activities and
accomplishments in preparation for the upcoming Operations Team meeting. Please submit these by
email to chris.debeer@usask.ca by no later than December 2. These will be used to help guide
discussions and breakout synthesis activities and will be made generally accessible on our website in
advance of the meeting.
Project Name:

Linking Water Governance in Canada to Global Economic, Social and Political
Drivers
Our major accomplishments to date are:
• PhD student Erin Murphy-Mills completed an exhaustive study of the drivers of
eutrophication in the western Lake Erie basin, and evaluated the extent to which they are
accounted for in the water governance system. Core findings will be published in three
manuscripts, which will be submitted shortly after her defense in early 2022. We also
delivered presentation and briefings to key organizational actors in the Ontario provincial
government, and to the Great Lakes Water Quality Board of the International Joint
Commission.
• Post-doc Bereket Isaac completed a novel study that explored how the perspectives of new
Canadians are serving as a driver in water governance systems in Ontario. New Canadians
from other parts of the world bring different expectations regarding governance, and the
extent to which our governance system accounts for these will influence outcomes.
• Dustin Garrick, Rob de Loë and Fabiola Alvarado completed a study of drivers from the
agriculture sector that shape water governance outcomes globally, and which have
implications for governance in the Great Lakes basin.
Our current activities are:
• The project is essentially complete.
• We are wrapping up publications (some to be submitted early in Winter, while others are in
the revise re-submit stage.
The main accomplishments expected by the end of the project are:
• An improved understanding of the role and importance of external drivers from adjacent
action situations on governance for water in the Lake Erie basin, and beyond.

Here is a key visual from the project (figure, photo, table, graph, etc.)

