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Dr. Kathleen C. Weathers received her master’s degree from Yale University 
and Ph.D. from Rutgers University, USA. She is the G. Evelyn Hutchinson Chair 
of Ecology and Senior Scientist at the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies in 
Millbrook, New York, USA. Dr. Weathers is an elected Fellow of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and the Ecological Society of America (ESA). She is co-
chair of the grassroots Global Lakes Ecological Observatory Network (GLEON; www.gleon.org). Weathers carries out 
biogeochemical research in ecosystems around the world focusing on carbon, nitrogen, sulfur, and other elemental 
cycling. Much of her research is focused on understanding how biology influences geochemical cycles (e.g., how 
lake cyanobacteria affect nutrient cycles, trees influence nitrogen cycling, or how fog and ecosystems interact) at 
the spatial scale of landscapes and in the face of global environmental change; she is the author of more than 100 
peer reviewed papers and books on ecosystem science and landscape heterogeneity. She also works at the interface 
of science and citizen science focusing on lakes and watersheds.  She and colleagues have co-developed, with 
citizen scientists, cyberinfrastructure and an app for worldwide lake data collection (www.lakeobserver.org). She is 
volunteer research director for the Lake Sunapee Protective Association (an outreach and education organization: 
www.lakesunapee.org) and chair of their scientific advisory committee.
 

For more details on the Distinguished Lecture Series, please visit usask.ca/water

The Global Institute for Water Security (GIWS), in conjunction with the School of Environment and Sustainability (SENS), is proud 
to present a weekly seminar series featuring the top water experts from around the world. These lectures are free and open 
to the public. Additionally, graduate students are able to enroll in the series for credit (as part of ENVS 827, Breakthroughs in 
Water Security Research).

Ecological Puzzles and a Passion for Lakes: 
Cyanobacteria, Sensors, Citizens and        
Scientists 


