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Phase 2 Communications Goals: 
• Support HQP Recruitment, Partnership Building, 

and First Reporting of Results
Phase 3 Communications Goals: 
• Promote Research Findings and Impacts, Enhance 

Profile, Highlight Indigenous engagement
• Starting after the April 30th project outcomes 

deadline, push out stories on findings and impact 
from all 39  projects – a huge opportunity!



Highlighting GWF engagement with Indigenous 
communities

• ie. Six Nations news releases, stories, and Jan. 21 announcement: 



Highlighting Indigenous engagement …

“Why so few people on Six Nations reserve have clean running water, 
unlike their neighbours” – Dawn Martin-Hill, McMaster Assoc. 
Professor, interviewed on national CBC Radio



Building national and international profile 
through earned and paid media 

Example:  
-- Full-page advertorial in 
National Post, Ottawa Citizen, 
Hill Times, highlighted GWF 
achievements (Nov. 2018)



Using Nat’l Post Advertorial to Highlight 
GWF Goals and Successes:
• Improving disaster warning

• We are implementing the first flood forecasting system for the Yukon Territory 

• Predicting water futures
• We are predicting water flows for the Great Lakes, SK and Mackenzie River 

basins to assess climate change impacts on future water availability

• We are calculating reliable, high- resolution future climate conditions for 
Canada 

• Adapting to change and managing risk
• We are developing the first snowpack forecasting in Canada over the 

Canadian Rockies



Building GWF 
Profile:
-- 21 news

releases in 2018
from GWF/USask



Building profile: news pitches and 
interviews… 

-- Earned 
media: 40 
media stories 
on GWF in 2018 



Amplify messaging by leveraging 
communications capacity of key partners: 

• Enhance profile of partner university projects:
• Post project profiles on GWF website (done)
• Encourage more stories from partners and link to these on 

GWF website 
• Pitch to the Globe & Mail environment reporter 
• Push out more news via social media
• Engage CFREF Secretariat and funders in cross-promotion 

• ie. “GWF Earns U.N. Recognition” announcement of RHB (Jan. 
21, 2019)



USask GWF Profile



UWaterloo
• Stories
• Comms workshop
• KM workshop 



McMaster 
Six stories, of which 3:
>4,500 website views 
>850 social media shares



Wilfrid Laurier   
• Stories 
• Comms workshops
• Researcher meetings 



Building awareness with key stakeholders 

• Federal Government: September visit/tour of Fisheries 
Minister Jonathan Wilkinson and Liberal water critic Francis 
Scarpaleggia – fall, 2018 



Building awareness with stakeholders …

News releases supporting GWF partnership initiatives:
• “USask and NRCan sign MOU to advance national water security” –

Nov. 27/2018
• The MOU is a direct outcome of discussions between GWF and NRCan at the 

GWF Inaugural Science Meeting in June 2018 where the need and 
opportunity for greater collaboration was identified. 

• “Global Water Futures gets U.N. recognition” – Jan. 21/2019
• USask-led Global Water Futures has been designated as one of only three 

Regional Hydroclimate Projects (RHP) in the world by the GEWEX (Global 
Energy and Water Exchanges) project of the United Nations World Climate 
Research Programme. 



Building stakeholder 
awareness: GWF eNews

• Bi-monthly distribution 
• Deadline for next issue is March 15

• 1,510 subscribers 
• 56% increase in readership in 2018



Engage GWF with issues of the day …

• U.N. Climate Change Panel report – interviews with John Pomeroy 
• Floods, droughts and wildfires

• National CBC series on “Water at Risk” – Pomeroy interview on drought 
(March 22nd)  

• Op ed featuring John Pomeroy on Western Canadian wildfires 
• “USask study says more snow, earlier melt will challenge Arctic communities 

in future”, Pomeroy and Krogh – Jan. 18, 2019

• The Conversation (theconversation.com/ca) – national academic newswire 
• “As a Water Crisis looms in Capetown: Could it happen in Canada?”, Pomeroy,

– picked by Maclean’s, >53,000 “reads”
• Andrew Slaughter, several articles, > 65,000 reads 
• Grant Ferguson article in The Conversation on groundwater supply in U.S. –

>6,400 “reads” (PBS picked it up)



“The Conversation” – national academic 
newswire

Example: 
USask environmental researcher 
Doug Clark

>125,000 reads for one article –
polar bears in the Arctic



Build a national conversation through web and 
other social media …

• Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube, Flickr, Instagram, 
webpages

• Incorporating video into social media 



GWF Videos – tailored to partners 

Annual Science Meeting Research



GWF on Twitter
1,160 followers
869 tweets
893 likes  



GWF Photography
• Photo contest (March 31)
• Instagram
Instagram



GWF Lecture Series  
• Women and Water Lecture Series 

(next is Feb. 11) 

• Distinguished Lecture Series 
(new season starts Sept. 2019)

• Knowledge Mobilization Series 
(next is Feb. 15 featuring KM and Comms)   



Support recruitment …

• New hires have learned of GWF through:

• our conference exhibits

• GWF website 

• recruitment ads

• media

• brochures



GWF Exhibits 2018  
AGU 
(December, Washington, DC) 

Canadian Water Research Accoc.  
(September, Saskatoon) 

Water Week  
(November, Waterloo) 

Water Security Conference 
(July, Toronto) 

GWF Open Science Meeting 
(July, Hamilton and Six Nations) 

World Water Day 
(March 22 across Canada) 



GWF brochures  

V.1 (2016)
V.2 (2018)

V.3 (coming soon)



We need your help!

• Send story ideas, and progress reports to your 
institutional communicators 

• Send potential GWF newsletter items 

• Engage with your project Twitter account and re-
tweet our GWF twitter news  

• Notify us of upcoming publications 

• Take and share photos and video in the field

• Share student success stories



We need your help!

• Participate in media interviews 

• Write for The Conversation

• Link to the GWF website from your own faculty 
pages  

• Be a GWF ambassador -- mention GWF in media 
interviews, invited talks, conferences, etc. 

• Share “user group” testimonials – how has your 
research helped them?



Who we are
Our core team: 
• Kathryn Warden, University of Saskatchewan 

(Chair) 
• Mark Ferguson, University of Saskatchewan
• Morgan Braaten, (Outreach), University of 

Saskatchewan
• Lori Dillon, McMaster University
• Allie Dusome, University of Waterloo
• Shawna Reibling, Wilfrid Laurier University
• Karen Kawawada, Wilfrid Laurier University



Questions?
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