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Social Science
 What values matter?



Integrated Modeling Program Canada

 What makes Knowledge Mobilization work?

 Some examples that worked, but need modeling

 Work plan for Integrated Modeling Program Canada



Knowledge Mobilization Depends on:

 Well established relationships

 Regular interaction

 Multi-way communication

 Accessibility

 Responsiveness

 Iterations

 TRUST is earned!!!



Models are stories
 The best stories connect with an audience

 The best stories keep people reading

 The best have uncertainty



 Water Security Workshops

 Invitational Drought Tournament

 Experimental Mobile Decision Lab

 Downstream: Performing Perspectives

 Delta-Dialogue Network

 Delta Ways Remembered

 Building Bridges Delta Display

 Becoming Water

A brief history of connecting with 
communities



Water security in the SRB

Offourrockies.org

Aipa.ca

Wildernesscommittee.rog

siesci.org



Defining Water Security for 
the Saskatchewan River 
Basin

Defining Water Security in 

the Saskatchewan River 

Basin

A collaborative approach 

to understanding water 

security in the 

Saskatchewan River 

Basin

Gober, P. A., Strickert, G. E., Clark, D. A., Chun, K. P., Payton, D., & Bruce, K. (2015). 

Divergent perspectives on water security: bridging the policy debate. The Professional 

Geographer, 67(1), 62-71.

Science for 

Society

Science in 

Society
Science with 

Society
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Five Perspectives

Strickert, G., Chun, K. P., Bradford, L., Clark, D., Gober, P., Reed, M. G., & Payton, D. 

(2015). Unpacking viewpoints on water security: lessons from the South Saskatchewan 

River Basin. Water Policy, wp2015195.

Weak 

Sustainability
Moderate 

Sustainability

Strong 

Sustainability

Water for all users, and for all time

Water for people ecosystems and economy

Water supply that is reliable

Water for drinking and for animals

Water supply is limited, get used to it
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Connecting Science to Communities w 
Art
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Strickert, G.E., & Bradford, L.E. (2015) Of Pings and Pongs: On Forum Theatre for Knowledge Mobilization. 

International Journal of Qualitative Methodology. (Accepted July 2nd, 2015)



Invitational Drought Tournament

Hill, H., Hadarits, M., Rieger, R., Strickert, G., Davies, E. G., & Strobbe, K. M. (2014). 

The Invitational Drought Tournament: What is it and why is it a useful tool for drought 

preparedness and adaptation?. Weather and Climate Extremes, 3, 107-116.
Strickert, G.E.H. & Jardine, L., (2013) A teacher guide to the 

Invitational Drought Tournament. Prepared for Agriculture and Agri-

Food Canada. (153 Pages).  
Strickert, G.E.H., and Bradford, L. (2013) A Report on the Dimensions of Decisions Making 

in the Invitational Drought Tournament and the Customizable Invitational Extremes 

Tournament. Completed at the request of Agriculture and AgriFood Canada – Science and 

Technology Branch (65 Pages).
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Facilitating Empathy for Water Security

Round 1

Round 2
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Policy Experiments



Garth Lenz/Canadian Geographic. Kindly do not distribute 



Bring back nature’s flow–

Restore our deltas’ rhythms



Building Bridges Display – Delta Display





Work Plan Vision
 Build common language(s) through dialogue 

 IMPC describe models in clear language 

 IMPC outline who their audiences are for each model

 Prototype models with user communities

 Understand how stakeholders interact and learn 

 Continue Engagement with Delta Communities, Water 
and Land Stewardship Groups

 Connect values & behaviors and future options 

 CO-CREATE models that matter


