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Sharing stories about water moves us to action

W H Y? Distance and diversity complicate water governance on the Canadian

Prairies. Miscommunication in water governance costs time, money (and water). The
ability to write a concise report, voice a clear broadcast, or empathize with other

communities are all useful forms of communication for water governance.
Governance is the who acts, who gets what, and how that happens®.
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Why do we need to communicate? We need dialogue (information
exchange) with Indigenous Groups'>*’, and between upstream and
downstream users. Collaboration provides a network of support, but -
the massive area of the Prairies (Saskatchewan River Basin) features -
differences in jurisdiction, culture, and economic priority® that limit

communication. Dialogue is a two-way exchange of information, often between different worldviews.
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i) Narratives shape how we perceive and respond to our
environment®®. We construct truths from stories in the news, in
data reports, from family etc.

Narrative “In both telling an interpreting of experiences, narrative mediates the inner world of thought...and an outer world of observable actions

ii) Good governance has progress to show for its efforts®'314. Water Members of the NSRB Council Board; Indigenous Elders,
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WHO? Individuals involved in local

: water governance and/or stewardship in
¥ the NSRB will be interviewed. They know
o the sub-basin’s network of governance
relationships and possess valuable local
water knowledge.

bo .
rt changes in colla h k f t dd t th / Source Water Protection Plan “4 source
How do narratives Suppoewardshlp action? I n 0 Wa er a o e ma p ALrY ¢ ¢ protection plan is a list of policies and’ ;;;ograms to

water govemance and st

protect current and future sources of municipal

T " t 3 7 drinking water from contamination and overuse.
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