
*Gov’nce /stewardship change?

Sharing stories about water moves us to action

WHY? Distance and diversity complicate water governance on the Canadian 

Prairies. Miscommunication in water governance costs time, money (and water). The 
ability to write a concise report, voice a clear broadcast, or empathize with other 
communities are all useful forms of communication for water governance. 

WHO? Individuals involved in local 
water governance and/or stewardship in 
the NSRB will be interviewed. They know 
the sub-basin’s network of governance 
relationships and possess valuable local 
water knowledge.

WHERE?  A sub-basin (watershed) scale
provides context and interviews in person. The North 
Saskatchewan River Basin (NSRB) is a sub-basin on the 
northern edge of the Saskatchewan River Basin (SRB). 
Here, hydrology holds great power over residents’ 
lives10. Indigenous Peoples are also active in its 
governance. 

Think of water, add to the map. 

Tell a story.

SHARE YOURS

Governance is the who acts, who gets what, and how that happens9.

Dialogue is a two-way exchange of information, often between different worldviews.

Source Water Protection Plan “A source 

protection plan is a list of policies and programs to 

protect current and future sources of municipal 

drinking water from contamination and overuse.” 8

Dialogue that Flows: the role of narrative in supporting water governance

4 STEPS 
1. Historical review of the study site for 
benchmarks in governance and stewardship, 
marked on a map for interviews.

2. Interview people with water governance 
and/or stewardship experience, 
recording narratives that they connect with 
collaborative water governance changes 
and/or stewardship actions.
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3. Perform thematic analysis on these 
narratives, and the actions associated 
with them.

4. Identify key factors of sharing 
narrative that influence social 
behavior to support water 
governance changes and/or 
stewardship action.
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HOW?

i) Narratives shape how we perceive and respond to our 
environment3,6. We construct truths from stories in the news, in 
data reports, from family etc.

ii) Good governance has progress to show for its efforts9,13,14. Water
stewardship is “…taking action to help ensure water is managed 
sustainably as a shared, public resource”5. Stewardship and 
governance are intertwined. Exploring narrative as a method of 
facilitating change in governance I ask…

Why do we need to communicate? We need dialogue (information 
exchange) with Indigenous Groups12,17, and between upstream and 
downstream users. Collaboration provides a network of support, but 
the massive area of the Prairies (Saskatchewan River Basin) features 
differences in jurisdiction, culture, and economic priority8 that limit
communication. 

Members of the NSRB Council Board; Indigenous Elders, 
Current/past First Nationcouncil members and/or chiefs; 
Representatives of the Water Security Agency of SK 
(WSA); & Source Water Protection Planners5

Narrative “In both telling an interpreting of experiences, narrative mediates the inner world of thought…and an outer world of observable actions…”3
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