
ONCE UPON A TIME...
A STORY CHANGED 
YOUR DRINKING 
WATER

Tasting 
Change

The taste of water can reveal details 
about its quality. Listening to stories 
about the way water used to taste, 
and the way it was retrieved could 
reveal changes in water quality at 

different sources.

Context 
Matters

 To talk water, ask what has 
happened recently. The stories you 

hear are filtered through local 
concerns and recent memory.

 
Facilitate and you shall receive. 

Things like power dynamics and the 
physical setting shape what stories 
are shared and the honesty behind 

them.

Locating 
Threats

Being familiar with a place makes 
finding the source of threats easier. A 

community willing to share their 
stories is like a library of living data 
sets."Stories are about People and 

Places" (2)

Stronger 
Partnerships
Water challenges vary across the 

landscape. Sharing personal accounts 
has built trust and understanding for 
SWP. Listening to stories is also a step 
toward reconciliation with Indigenous 
Peoples in Canada. But, it is not yet a 

feature of the SWP template.
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Not so long ago, 
in a community not that far away… 

someone just changed the way they treat their water.

Functions of story sharing among actors in 
source water protection planning on the Prairies. 
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